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COVID-­‐19	
  &	
  IN-­‐COURT	
  PROCEEDINGS	
  

•  NOW	
  AND	
  FOR	
  THE	
  FORESEEABLE	
  FUTURE	
  

–  In	
  person	
  interac&ons	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  limited	
  
•  Protec&ng	
  Court	
  staff,	
  Judges,	
  A2orneys,	
  Defendants	
  
and	
  witnesses	
  

– Criminal	
  cases	
  s&ll	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  handled,	
  one	
  way	
  
or	
  another	
  



Modern	
  Problems	
  Require	
  	
  
Modern	
  Solu2ons	
  



Zoom	
  Enables	
  Conferring	
  &	
  Court	
  
Appearances	
  

•  Digital	
  Discovery	
  +	
  Zoom	
  Video	
  Mee&ngs	
  
– Most	
  of	
  the	
  func&ons	
  of	
  working	
  up	
  cases	
  can	
  be	
  
accomplished	
  from	
  both	
  sides	
  

–  Imperfect	
  subs&tute	
  



Conferring	
  With	
  Your	
  Prosecutor	
  

•  Procedure	
  will	
  vary	
  from	
  court	
  to	
  court	
  

•  Prosecutors	
  can	
  host	
  a	
  “docket”	
  
–  (just	
  remember:	
  always	
  available	
  by	
  e-­‐mail)	
  

•  The	
  Court	
  can	
  call	
  virtual	
  dockets	
  



That’s	
  nice…but	
  who	
  is	
  the	
  
prosecutor	
  on	
  my	
  case?	
  



Zoom	
  Docket	
  

E-­‐Mail	
  Invita&on:	
  
	
  
	
  

Link	
  

Mee2ng	
  ID	
  



If	
  You’re	
  Here,	
  You	
  Figured	
  It	
  Out	
  
•  FREE	
  to	
  sign	
  up	
  &	
  download	
  –	
  www.zoom.us	
  



What	
  To	
  Expect	
  When	
  You	
  Zoom	
  

•  Prosecutors	
  are	
  all	
  working	
  remotely	
  
– Access	
  to	
  local	
  criminal	
  history	
  
– E-­‐Discovery	
  
– Genera&ng	
  Plea	
  Documents	
  
–  Inves&gators	
  are	
  also	
  remote,	
  so	
  those	
  requests	
  
take	
  a	
  li2le	
  longer	
  
•  Out	
  of	
  county	
  criminal	
  history,	
  witness	
  contact	
  info,	
  
etc.	
  



What	
  To	
  Expect	
  When	
  You	
  Zoom	
  

•  Breakout	
  Rooms	
  
– Separate	
  virtual	
  room	
  for	
  conferring	
  in	
  private	
  
– Also	
  u&lized	
  in	
  Zoom	
  Pleas	
  

•  File	
  Sharing	
  
– Chat	
  func&on	
  in	
  Zoom	
  allows	
  par&es	
  to	
  send	
  files	
  
directly	
  &	
  instantly	
  

•  Not	
  limited	
  to	
  just	
  plea	
  bargain	
  talk	
  
– Discovery	
  issues,	
  presen&ng	
  defenses	
  



You	
  Zoomed…Now	
  What?	
  



Paperwork	
  Comes	
  from	
  the	
  ADA	
  &	
  
the	
  Court	
  

•  Just	
  like	
  in	
  Court	
  
–  Inform	
  the	
  coordinator	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  plea	
  
agreement	
  

– ADA	
  drajs	
  “the	
  paperwork”	
  –	
  S&ps,	
  Plea	
  Bargain	
  &	
  
Discovery	
  

–  Court	
  provides	
  Applica&ons,	
  Cert	
  of	
  Appeal,	
  etc.	
  

•  All	
  you	
  need:	
  E-­‐mail	
  &	
  Internet	
  



AdobeSign	
  Paperwork	
  

Remember…this	
  is	
  FREE	
  for	
  you	
  



Pleas	
  for	
  Bond	
  vs.	
  Inmate	
  Defendants	
  

•  Rule	
  of	
  Thumb	
  So	
  Far:	
  
–  Jail:	
  Anything	
  Goes***	
  

•  Agreed	
  Proba&on	
  Recommenda&ons	
  
•  Agreed	
  Prison	
  Trips	
  (even	
  if	
  TDC	
  is	
  “closed”	
  right	
  now)	
  
•  OR	
  pleas	
  that	
  require	
  a	
  PSI	
  (case-­‐specific)	
  

–  Bond	
  
•  No	
  hearings	
  where	
  the	
  defendant	
  might	
  have	
  to	
  go	
  into	
  
custody	
  at	
  that	
  stage	
  (i.e.,	
  opposed’s	
  reset	
  un&l	
  in-­‐person)	
  

•  Recommended	
  proba&on	
  is	
  most	
  common	
  scenario	
  for	
  
bond	
  zoom	
  pleas	
  right	
  now	
  

***Both	
  sides	
  s0ll	
  have	
  to	
  consent	
  to	
  the	
  process***	
  



Sentencing	
  &	
  Other	
  Eviden2ary	
  
Hearings	
  



Exhibits	
  &	
  Relevant	
  Documents	
  

•  Planning	
  to	
  use	
  any	
  exhibits	
  or	
  documents?	
  
– Plan	
  ahead!	
  

•  Who	
  needs	
  it	
  &	
  when	
  
– Slightly	
  different	
  &ming	
  for	
  Prosecutor	
  vs.	
  Defense	
  
Counsel	
  

•  Sharing	
  Docs:	
  E-­‐mail,	
  GoogleDrive,	
  DropBox	
  
– Agreeing	
  ahead	
  of	
  &me:	
  Never	
  required,	
  but	
  it	
  
does	
  make	
  life	
  easier	
  during	
  the	
  hearing	
  



Just	
  Remember…	
  
	
  
-­‐No	
  need	
  to	
  buy	
  any	
  
computer	
  sojware	
  
	
  
-­‐All	
  you	
  need	
  is	
  Internet,	
  E-­‐
mail,	
  &	
  a	
  device	
  with	
  a	
  
camera	
  on	
  it	
  (smart	
  phone,	
  
tablet,	
  laptop,	
  etc.)	
  
	
  
-­‐If	
  you’re	
  having	
  trouble,	
  
don’t	
  be	
  afraid	
  to	
  ask	
  for	
  
help:	
  MABA,	
  SACDLA,	
  SABA,	
  
the	
  ADA,	
  your	
  kids	
  
	
  


